<?.' ' So the- Soviets have troops In Cuba, and 

■ - the politicians are alarmed; and the SALT 

0 "pact’s - imperiled, and we’re menaced pe- 
-cause there they are, only 90 mile* away. 

W. "The' week after Labor Bay In Washington, 
probably even more than in the rest of the' 

•’ _ -country, marks the Veal 'beginning of the 
.'bfew ( ' Year. Congress returns, the political 
t ,'i. season, begins, the newsrooms are filled once 
-’-more.and everything points to a fresh start, 
the end of the 70s, the approach of a new 
u decade' with all those new issues we’re sup- 
posed to be pondering— economic austerity 
and energy shortages, simultaneously rising 
... .inflation and unemployment, declining na- 
• ,- tional productivity and increasing Ineffect- 
'* ualess of the political system. • 

1 For a writer resumig his Page Three perch 
fulltime' after 'almost a . year’s absence and 

' returning, as always, filled with wonder, at ■ 
’**, the forward-looking workings of Washington, 

! ' it’s comforting to find so many things still 
i ‘ ' familiar. ' • ' i - - } ry - ! ' l -' 

■ : For 10 or almost 20 years now, little has 

^ changed: ' our vigilant Inteligence experts 

peer at secret photos of the Cuban country- ' 
side and once again find tents and other 
( equipment in the open, with troops on 
' maneuvers— armed, no less — and Russians 
. to boot. - ” . ; t 



' Clearly their presence pcSes a direct threat 
to the United States, alters the balance of 
power in the Caribbean and 1 brings the 
Monroe Doctrine into play. The buildup of 
these two to three thousand troop* has taken 
place gradually, and clandestinely, Like the’ 
missiles of a generation ago, they arrived 
' hidden in ' the holds of ships. Something must 
’be done.' '■ '. I. 

., ,, Why we ^didn't know immediately about, 
this new danger raises, the .most profound 
Implications: An intelligence gap of frighten- 
ing proportions exists, and something must - 
be done about that. 

- r- ■' ■'•’ ’• 

What becomes news and why remains an 
arcane subject' In the case of . news about , 
..Cuba with major U.S. domestic political im- 
port, , a Florida politician normally begins 
sounding the alarm. So, it was with the 
missile crisis of 11 years ago, and so now 
. with the — wh$|?— cgfads, i ■ ’>. ... ., 

On Tuesday, July 15, Sen. Richard Stone 
, (D-Fla.) publcly said he had information that , 
the Soviet Union .had placed what ho called ' 

. “combat-capable personnel” inside Cuba. He 
demanded that the Carter administration tell .,' 

' the nation what it knew about Russian troops 
there. If Stone’s news made the papers, in- 
cluding The Post, I. can’t find it. That was 
the day of the Cabinet resignations, coming 
right after Carter’s '“malaise of the spirit” ■ 
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speech, and those events dominated the head- 
lines. - 

The - next Friday night ABC News broad- 
- cast a national TV report; in prime time, say- 
ing a brigade of Soviet troops, possibly num- 
bering 6,000 men, had been moved into Cuba 
within, recent weeks. Saturday morning, in 
a three-inch Associated Press story printed 
at the bottom of page A6, The Post first re- 
ported, that news under a headline reading: 

' . ".'U Network Says Soviets 

Sent Brigade to Cuba 

’ ' 

^One week later;, in another Saturday Page 
' Sik. story, The Post referred ' to Stone’s 
charges, but you had to ' look hard to find 
, the reference, which came in a story about 
‘ Fidel Castro’s .views on the new regime in 
Nicaragua. The 21st paragraph read: "Mean- 
while, Sen. Richard Stone (D-Fla.) character- 
ized as a “whitewash’ an assertion by Sec- 
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the Same : 
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“The United 'States' cannot "pertnlt Mhe 
Island to become a Russian military J^e-’gO^ 
miles from our "shores," Church 'Mldjsterth.y^ 



retary of State Cyrus R. Vance that "there Is 
no , evidence of any substantial Increase of 
the Soviet military presence in Cuba over 
the past several years or " of the presence of 
Soviet jnflitary, base.*,” 

There the story rested as Garter went off 
on hb voyage down the"' Mississipi, as the 
newsro'oms emptied, as the pace of Washing- 
ton in tbe summer slowed. And then, lo and 
behold, just as the Labor Day weekend be- 
gan bringing life and. the politicians pack to 
the Capital, and just as a widely publicized 
conference of nonaligned nations was con- 
vening in Cuba, the story bloomed on page 
one ‘of The Post under a headline: 

! ... 2,300-Man 

Soviet Unit > ’ • ■■ ' 

Now in Cuba 

The source for this story wasn’t the rela- 
tively unknown Stone of Florida, but Frank 
Church, chairman of' the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, that old liberal-leaning 
softie who went to Cuba and conferred with, 
“■Castro two years ago, who investigated CIA 
assassination plots against Castro and de- 
nounced them, who for years has been an 
advocate of easing Cold War tensions. Frank 
Church, who is up for reeleetion, had been 
home to Idaho, where they don’t brook 
commies. ^ ... , 






For the last generation ; the Soviet" Unjon, 
has supplied Cuba with, half of its.lmpqiftf". 
and pearly all of its sophisticated weaponry £ j 
to back up an armed force of about "600/100, 
including 'reserves.; , Vi ’• . ihiws*' j 

. AH' this time Cuba has been a Soviet camp;- : 
and all ths time Soviet military personnel- >' 
and hardware- -sometimes "dffensive," costly*- 
“defensive,” submarines and MlCr fightbrwr**' 
have been;, implanted in’ and around theserv 1 
During all this time the United States has-i ; 
had more aimed forces (about -2^500) inside 
Cuba than the Russians have had. They’wStSi; 
at Guantanamo, our price for. “guaranteeing’..; j 
Cuban independene back in 1898 .-;* 

But that was- not the news this week ;lp ' 
Washington. Tt was back ' to the Cold War.:- 
As a relic who survived those days, I founds, 
the rhetoric familiar — the threat, the lntel-.- 
ligence failure, the Communist springboard- > 
for rebellion. But sort thing was missing,- 
Then I switched on the TV "set to hear «*yi 
presidential hopeful' Sen.; Howard H. Bakeh-a 
Jr. ojf Tennessee, «|iiiwBkinft'ViAio^-'-. : «S*' 

Soviet threat. If we don’t do something,. fasik 
said, we’re' in danger of becoming a paper 
tiger. . ’ iV '• ' V:; " ^ »«,. 

, .Made me feel right at hoiUe. • **t> 




